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Learning Objectives
Critically examine the concept of autonomy
and other ethics concepts in healthcare.

Consider the tension between the duty to
respect autonomy and the duty to care.

Define substitute decision makers and their
role in health care decision-making .

Explore ethical considerations in cases
involving residents who choose to live at risk.



How Do You Define Autonomy?



Autonomy

Based on the importance of freedom and
choice

Exercised through: Informed Consent,
Shared Decision-Making, Disclosure.

Commonly understood as: Respect for a person’s right
to self-governance.



Defining Autonomy
Autonomy is derived from the Greek words:

!ŵŲō: meaning “self”
rōŇōŬ: meaning “rule” or “governance”

To be autonomous does not mean to be
completely independent:

Autonomy must fit into socialization,
collaboration, and participation in
society. 

Relational autonomy: persons are
socially situated and interdependent





https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bdff96ceccee9b5481778c1df66c645c973857c89a26f43def1559982f3c0b04JmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3c4ae57f-8765-6b01-1f6f-f3bf86c66a04&psq=does+not+equal+symbol&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93dW1iby5uZXQvc3ltYm9scy9ub3QtZXF1YWwv&ntb=1
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